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NO TOBACCO AMNESTY 
The disclosure of secret R.J. Reynolds 
documents that the nation's second-
largest cigarette company targeted 
teen smokers makes it absolutely 
imperative that Congress does not 
grant tobacco companies amnesty for 
their sins. 
Under the proposed deal now before 
Congress, tobacco companies would 
get immunity from class action and 
other types of damage suits. The doc-
uments in question were disclosed as 
the result of a lawsuit. They are only 
the tip of the iceberg. If the proposed 
tobacco settlement had been in place, 
this suit could never have been 
brought. 
Y\ nat Big Tobacco deserYes is justice, 
not immunitv . 
., 
.Another important point: Rep. Henry 
\ Va.xman is now calling for the Justice 
Department to conduct criminal 
investigations based on these docu-
ments. This situation illustrates the 
close connection between civil and 
criminal investigations. If Congress 
were to provide the tobacco industry 
with immunity from civil liability, it 
would sharply reduce the chances for 
criminal actions. 
~o amnesty for Big Tobacco! 
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